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Liberalism, and the introduction of a new way of thinking
into Economics, and the relations to the State.3
This conception contrasted rather violently with the
assurances which Hitler had given the industrialists of the
Rhine and Ruhr about the aims of the movement. But
Hitler did not once trust himself to give directions to Gregor
Strasser, who was the only independent man in the move-
ment.
Gregor Strasser now made a considerable move to the
Left. His agitators went into the works which were already
partly occupied by trustworthy National Socialists. He let
it be known that National Socialism would make the
workers the dominant class in the State as soon as it came
to power. And the certainty that National Socialism would
come to power was impressed on the workers in spite of the
growing inner doubts of the Flihrer.
Strasser went so far as to make contact with the Social
Democratic leaders of the Trade Unions. In a speech at the
Berlin Stadium, in the autumn of 1932, he openly praised
the policy of Leipart, one of these leaders. Strasser's idea
admitted no ambiguity. It was the magnificent conception
of creating a great German Workers* Front by bringing
into line the National Socialists and the Social Democrats.
This would form at one and the same time a solid parlia-
mentary majority and a healthy foundation for a govern-
ment. In this purpose there was no doubt a certain danger
for Hitler, who was pursuing quite different aims. But this
solution would have met excellently, not only the needs of
the broad mass of the people, but also the requirements of
the State.
As was only to be expected, the great industrialists and
landowners looked askance at this new development.
They treated Hitler with still greater coldness when he
publicly showed himself totally incapable of countering
this * despotism ' of Gregor Strasser's.
But things got worse. As Hitler saw that he could not
curb Strasser, he tried (at the most unfavourable moment)
to outbid him. Towards the end of October 1932 a strike